
NO STEP
On Snek



History of Snek

■ In 1751, Benjamin Franklin first referenced the rattlesnake in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette.

■ Great Britain has a policy of sending convicted criminals to America, so 
Franklin suggests sending rattlesnakes to Britain

■ In 1754, Franklin published the first political cartoon featuring Snake
■ The rattlesnake (along with the bald eagle) came to represent American 

ideals and society
– Has no eyelids, therefore vigilant
– “Never begins an attack, nor once engaged, ever surrenders”

■ Symbol officially adopted by Continental Congress in 1778 for the official 
Seal of the War Office



■ In 1775, the Continental Navy began with seven ships, that flew the 
“Liberty Tree Flag”

■ These ships intercepted British ships carrying war supplies intended for 
the British, including 30,000 pairs of shoes. However the admiralty agent 
demanded 2.5 per cent commission before releasing the cargo, so 
Washington’s army marched barefoot in the snow

■ The first Marines enlisted to aid this carried yellow-painted drums with 
the motto “Don’t tread on me”

■ Continental Colonel Christopher Gadsden was one of seven of the Marine 
Committee outfitting this mission, who presented the flag to commander-
in-chief of the Navy, Commodore Esek Hopkins to serve as the personal 
standard of his flagship



Official Recognition



Species of Snek

Original



Angary



Ouch



Adorable

Minimalist



Pandemic



Political



Depressed



Homemade


